Week of June 23, 2019

Second Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and Small Child
Read: Galatians 3:26-28
Reflect: We are all different. We look different than one another, we live in
different places, we like different things, we speak different languages. Each of us has
different things we like and different things we can and can’t do. Maybe you can run
fast but your friend can’t. Maybe your hair is darker or curlier than your friend’s hair. It’s
good that we are different. God made us this way.
There is one way that we are all the same: God loves all of us. Even if sometimes we’ve
done things we should not have done, God still loves us. Jesus shows us how much God
loves us. When we remember that, it is easier to love each other, too. And it’s easier to
love people who are different than us.

Respond: Think about people you know who are different than you: other children
at your school, people in your family, or your friends and teachers. Draw a picture of
them. Make sure you are in the picture, too. Talk about how you are different. Have you
ever felt bad about being different? Have you ever felt good about being different? Now
draw a big circle around everyone in the picture. That circle is God’s love, surrounding
all of us.
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Week of June 23, 2019

Second Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and elementary
Read: Psalm 42:1-3
Reflect: Two months ago, a talented, kind, and always-smiling student at our
middle school died suddenly. Her death has been very difficult to understand and to
process. Many of her friends are asking, “Why did God let her die?” “Where is God?”
Maybe you have had something bad happen in your life—you’ve lost a friend or a
parent or a grandparent. A beloved pet died, or you’re facing a bully at school or a
challenge at home. In the midst of the pain and anger, it is natural to ask these
questions. Don’t feel ashamed or like you’re not a good-enough Christian. God is big
enough to handle our questions and our doubts, our worries and our disappointments.
Later, this psalm offers us a promise from God that God is with us “in the daytime; [and]
in the night season.” We may not understand everything now; our tears may be our
food day and night. But even then—especially then—God is with us.

Respond: Are you having a tough time? Be brave and ask to talk to your priest or
pastor about what’s going on in your life and about questions you might have about
God. They have these same questions, too. You are not alone.
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Week of June 23, 2019

Second Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and youth
Read: Luke 1:57-80
Reflect: In Luke’s Gospel, we hear the story of John the Baptist. “What will the
child become?” many asked as John was given his name. Zechariah was then filled with
the Spirit and prophesied before all who were gathered and the child, saying that “John
would be the one who will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of
salvation to his people by the forgiveness of their sins.” I love this narrative as it gives
the beginning of John the Baptist’s call story. Each of us have been called into several
ministries, several vocations, that we will discover as we walk through life and discern
where God is leading us. Not all of our stories might seem as extravagant as this calling
of John and many others who we hear in Scripture, but they each are as holy and Godfilled.

Respond: Creating a mind-map, or even talking with friends or family, outline and
discuss your answers to the following questions: where has God called me from? Where
has God called me to? Where has God called me out of? Where has God called me
despite of?
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Week of June 23, 2019

Second Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and Adult
R ead :

Luke 8:26-39

R eflect: There are those who long for God. There is a faith and trust that God responds to
our need. In Luke’s story, a man possessed by demons and unclothed throws himself before
Jesus and begs Jesus not to torment him. He only knows torment from the “legion of demons”
within him. Yet his actions belied a deep yearning for Jesus that he does not know he has, nor
understands. Something stronger than demons in him recognized and wanted Jesus. And Jesus
wants to help him-giving the demons permission to enter a large herd of swing who then rush
down a steep bank in to a lake and drown. When people come to see what has happened, they
find the “crazy” man sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed and in his right mind. They do not seem to
understand what healing has just taken place. There is no rejoicing that the man is no longer
crazy or thanks giving to God for the miracle in their midst. Instead, they are “seized with fear”
and ask Jesus to leave. Reflecting on this story from Luke, I wonder if some of what we witness
in the daily news is a fear response to things people don’t understand. They are seized by fear
of the unknown instead of coming from a place of faith and trust that God responds and assists
us.

R espond : Would you side with the people in this story in Luke and be seized with fear?
Now reflect on your own life for a moment. When might you have encountered a situation you
did not understand? Did you seek to understand, or were you seized by fear of the unknown?
Psalm 42:9 says “One deep calls to another…” When we seek a deeper understanding of God, it
can lead us to a deeper knowing, a deeper trust and faith that God really does respond and
assist us.
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