Week of June 9, 2019

Pentecost

Adult and Small Child
Read: Acts 2:1-21
Reflect: It is not always easy to understand what other people tell us. When we are busy
or in a bad mood we might have trouble listening. Some people speak a language that we don’t
understand. God helped the disciples speak to other people even though they did not speak the
same language. They told everyone that God loves them. God helped the people listen so they
could learn how much God loves them.
The Holy Spirit is one way that God helps us listen to others. The Holy Spirit also helps us tell
people how much God loves them and how much we love them. We can’t see God and the Holy
Spirit, but that doesn’t mean they aren’t there. They are like wind when it blows on you. You
can feel the wind but you can’t see it. But one day the disciples did see the Holy Spirit. They
heard a loud sound like wind, and then the Holy Spirit appeared. It looked like fire shining a
light on them. It meant that that God is always with us, helping us listen and love others.

Respond: Ask a grown up to light and candle. Turn off all the lights and sit together.
Notice how the little light helps you see each other in the dark. It also moves a little if there is a
breeze, even when you can’t see the breeze.
Now talk about a time it was hard to talk to another person. Maybe someone at your school, a
sibling, or a grown up. Why was it hard? How can you talk to them next time? What would you
like to say to them?
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Week of June 9, 2019

Pentecost

Adult and elementary
Read: Acts 2:1-4
Reflect: During the Last Supper, Jesus tells his disciples about a special gift that
God will send to them. But this gift doesn’t come right away. Over the next three days,
Jesus is crucified, buried, and then rises again on Easter. He spends time walking,
talking, and breaking bread with the disciples, but still this gift awaits. Then Jesus
ascends into heaven, leaving the disciples and returning to God the Father. Ten days
after Jesus goes back into heaven, the disciples and other faithful followers gather for a
special feast called Pentecost. Normally this is a time when people bring gifts to God,
but on this special day, God keeps the promise and delivers the gift of the Holy Spirit.
This gift was magnificent, flowing the breath of God in and through God’s people on
that Day of Pentecost and all through the centuries to today.

Respond: Pentecost is often regarded as the birthday of the Church—a day when
God gave the people an incredible gift of the Holy Spirit. Ask an adult if you can
celebrate the birthday of the Church in your home today. You might place a candle in a
special dessert and maybe even sing “Happy Birthday” to the Church. Talk about the
other gifts God has given you. Maybe you have the gift of intelligence or singing,
athleticism or kindness. How can you use those gifts in a way that thanks God for giving
them and shares God’s love with others?
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Week of June 9, 2019

Pentecost

Adult and youth
Read: John 14:8-17 (25-27)
Reflect: As people of the Christian tradition, we have been given work to do. Jesus has
taught us through his ministry that we are to radically love, care and be a witness of God’s
presence in the world. What keeps us going? What fuels us to do such good work? What keeps
us on that way of love? Today in John’s Gospel, Jesus tells the disciples that when He leaves,
another “advocate” will come. This advocate is The Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is what will keep
us bound together as a people, and therefore bound together with Him. The Holy Spirit will be
what touches hearts, what opens our eyes, and what moves our feet to continue in the ministry
that Christ has taught us to lead. Leading the work of reconciliation, leading the work of peace,
leading the work of justice leading the work of providing healing love and grace to the other.

Respond: So easily, we can walk through life without recognizing Christ’s love around us.
Not only are we those who share that love to the other, but we also are recipients of such love.
Where have you witnessed Christ this week? Where have you witnessed Christ this day? Take
time to reflect on these questions with your friends or family and here how during our lives,
Christ is present through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Week of June 9, 2019

Pentecost

Adult and Adult
R ead : Acts 2:1-21
R eflect: By reading Acts 1:5 we know the disciples are waiting in Jerusalem, as instructed
by Jesus, to be “baptized with the Holy Spirit.” Reading this can fill us with wondering: what
exactly does being ”baptized by the Holy Spirit” mean? The disciples knew that John baptized
with water--you got wet and were made new. But they did not know what the Holy Spirit would
do. Was it a time of apprehension? And then it happens. Suddenly. Unannounced. The Holy
Spirit appears to them first through their ears as the sound of a “rushing, violent wind filled the
entire house.” No wind, just the sound of wind. As if the audio control is on full blast and you
can’t escape the power of its volume. The Holy Spirit had their attention! We can wonder how
they reacted: if they covered their ears, spoke words of surprise, or sat receptively in prayer.
Then they see the Holy Spirit as a tongue of fire “appeared and rested on each of them.” There
was no mistaking Jesus’ prophecy now!
The disciples were awake to that moment and the power of the Holy Spirit coming over them. It
was only after their ears heard and their eyes saw – that the Holy Spirit then gave them the
ability to speak in a language they did not know and had not learned, and to be understood by
others. The Holy Spirit through the disciples spoke in many tongues and filled them with
qualities they needed to continue sharing Jesus’ teachings in Jerusalem and beyond. “Blessed
are your with eyes because they see and your ears because you hear.” (Matt 13:16)

R espond : A church motto once read, “The sign of God is that we shall be led where we did
not intend to go.” Reflect back on your experiences. Were you led where you did not intend to
go? With ears that hear and eyes that see, were any of these times signs of God?
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