
 

Faith @ Home is a ministry of 
 

      

 
Adult and Small Child 
 

R ea d:  Psalm 107:1-9; 43 

 
R efl ect :  “Remember to say ‘thank you’” is a phrase that many adults find 

themselves saying quite often. It is important for us to teach our children to say “thank 
you” to the people they encounter on a regular basis. It is just as, if not more important 
for us to teach them to thank God. This Psalm reminds us of the importance of giving 
thanks to God. We give thanks to God because God provides and is good. It is easy for us 
to become distracted with our everyday life and forget the importance of giving thanks 
to God. Psalm 107 reminds us of the people who strayed away from God, but God still 
provided for their needs. It also reminds us that God is the one who provides for our 
thirst, our hunger and all of our needs, both physical and spiritual. The Psalm ends with, 
“whoever is wise will ponder these things, and consider well the mercies of the Lord.” If 
we want to be wise, then we will take time in our daily lives to reflect on all that God has 
provided for us and we will teach our children to give thanks to God as well. 
 
R espon d:  Play a game to thank God for all that God has given you. Go through the 

alphabet with your child and for each letter, come up with something for which you can 
thank God, e.g. Thank you God for apples, babies, the cross, etc. 

 
 
A bou t o ur  cont ributo r :  M eredi th Eh l er  

Meredith Ann Ehler spends her days juggling life as a mama, wife, and 
daughter of God in San Antonio, TX. She gained over eight years’ experience 
with hands-on parish ministry as both a Youth & Children’s Minister before 
being called to focus on full-time momming for her two children, Camille and 
Camden. When she is not chasing her own kids or folding laundry, she enjoys 
helping with her congregation’s children’s ministry, reading, and living her 
best life. She has a passion for Jesus and sharing his love with children and 
families in practical, relational ways. 
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Faith @ Home is a ministry of 
 

      

 

 
Adult and elementary  
 

R ea d:  Luke 12:13-21 

 

R efl ect :  Do you have a favorite item? Is there something that feels like a treasure to 

you? Something that you have you love and that brings you joy? What is it? Has anyone ever 
taken or used your favorite thing without asking? 
 
Almost everyone has had the experience of having a favorite toy when young. Most have 
experienced when someone started to play with it without asking. It feels unfair. We want a 
teacher or a parent or anyone to come in and point out how wrong it is. And usually the 
response is that we should learn to share. Maybe when this happens we think it would be 
better to never have to share again. How great would it be if you could keep all of your favorite 
things in a room where only you could use them! When you are not there you could lock the 
room and no one else could get to them. All of your treasures safe. 
 
Jesus talks about the things we treasure. Jesus and God do not think there is anything wrong 
with having favorite things: pretty things, expensive things, or any other thing we like. But Jesus 
and God do worry about when we want to keep our treasures all to ourselves. Jesus reminds us 
in the reading from Luke that treasure is not a thing (like a favorite toy), but it is the love we 
have for the thing and the joy the thing brings us. The best treasures are more valuable when 
we share the love we have and the joy they bring with others. 

 

R espon d:  Share one of your treasures with someone. Tell why you love it and why it 

brings you joy. Ask what do they love and what brings them joy. Offer to share your treasure 
with them and suggest that they share their treasure with you, if they want. 

 

A bou t o ur  cont ributo r :  Patr ick Kan gr ga  
Patrick Christopher Kangrga is the Associate for Youth Ministries at Trinity 
Episcopal Church in Menlo Park, California. Originally from Arkansas, he left 
home to participate in two years of the Episcopal Service Corps in Maryland and 
in Massachusetts. After this came the beginning of his lay-professional journey 
with positions at parish and diocesan levels in New York and New Jersey. He has 
primality served youth, with a foray into children's ministry. 
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Faith @ Home is a ministry of 
 

      

 
 

Adult and youth 
 

R ea d:  Luke 12:13-21 

 

R efl ect :  “Sharing is caring!” How many times have we heard that? As we grow up, this is 

one of the ways that we learn about what Jesus is saying. When we have a lot, we are called to 
share with others. If we are too busy trying to get as many material things as possible and 
forget others and God, what do we have left after we are gone? Jesus is reminding us to put our 
spiritual wealth above our material wealth. The grain and the goods of the man would not feed 
his soul, but they could feed someone else. The man had more than he needed. This story 
reminds us to look at how we are using what we have to serve God and how we are feeding our 
souls. 
 
It is so easy to be distracted by the newest technology or a million other cool things that we see 
our friends have that we don’t. It’s also easy to be distracted by what we have, especially when 
we have worked hard for it. Jesus isn’t telling us that we are bad people for working hard. Jesus 
is reminding us that we should be working hard towards other things as well, if not harder. If 
we aren’t working as hard to build up our relationship with God, love others, and take care of 
God’s creation, what does it matter if we have everything? Our relationships with God, others, 
and Earth matter more than whatever stuff we have. 

 

R espon d:  As you are shopping for school supplies, check with your local schools or 

organizations to see if there are items that they need for the year. If you have leftover supplies 
from last year, how can you reuse it this year? 

 
 

A bou t o ur  cont ributo r :  M aggi e Pa ul  
Maggie Paul is the Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministries at the Cathedral of 
St. Philip in Atlanta, Georgia, where she has developed and implemented a 
comprehensive confirmation curriculum for the largest cathedral parish in the 
Episcopal Church. As an undergraduate with a passion for youth ministry, she served 
as a summer camp counselor and Episcopal student center "church mouse," and she 
continues to use her gifts and talents as a singer and musician to nurture her own 
journey and inspire others on theirs. 
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Faith @ Home is a ministry of 
 

      

 
 
Adult and Adult 
 

R e ad :  Luke 12:13-21 

 

R e f l e c t :  Of what does a life consist? In this week’s Gospel, Jesus clearly states that a life isn’t 

made up of all the stuff that we accumulate over the years. It’s not about the money for which we work 
countless hours every week in order to live comfortably. It’s not in the possessions that we buy with that 
money to entertain and delight us. It’s not about the things that we have that serve as markers or 
reminders of our status or wealth. 
 
Instead, Jesus encourages his listeners to be “rich towards God.” How are we supposed to do that? 
Clearly it isn’t about “stuff,” but something more intangible. Perhaps a look at the life of Jesus can show 
us how to be rich towards God. An intentional and deep prayer life. A genuine care and concern for the 
poor, the oppressed, the marginalized, and the outcast. A focus on the love of God and love of neighbor. 
And embodying all of those, in concrete actions, not words or thoughts only. 
 
Being rich towards God does not mean that we can’t have possessions, but it does mean that our lives 
will not be focused on them. Instead of an inward focus, where our lives are all about ourselves and 
what we can do to make ourselves happy, our lives will have an outward focus, one in which we will look 
beyond ourselves to see where or to whom God might be calling us to go. 
 

R e s p o n d :  Every day this week, find a way to tangibly share the love of God with someone in your 

life. This can be a simple as a text/call to a friend or something more involved like volunteering at a local 
non-profit. 
 
 
 

A b o u t  o u r  c o n t r i b u t o r :  C l a y t o n  H a r r i n g t o n  
Clayton is the Episcopal Campus Missioner at the University of Georgia. He is also 
the Rector’s Associate for Youth and Young Adult Ministries at Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church in Athens, Georgia. In these roles, Clayton is passionate about 
the potential of Christian community, worship, and service to empower youth and 
young adults to grow into the people that God has made them to be. Before 
moving to Atlanta in August of 2014, Clayton earned a BA in History and Religion 
from Campbell University in North Carolina (May 2014). Clayton is a graduate of 
Candler School of Theology, having earned a Master of Divinity with a Certificate 
in Episcopal Studies (May 2017). Clayton is a postulant for Holy Orders in the 
Diocese of Atlanta. 
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