Week of November 1, 2020

All Saints

Adult and Small Child
Read: Matthew 5:1-12
Reflect: Jesus spent a lot of time teaching about the way God wants the world to
be. Jesus taught that God wants people to take care of each other, comfort each other
when they hurt, listen to the people who get overlooked, help each other, forgive each
other, see the good in each other and want what is right. God wants us to make peace
with one another, and honor people who follow God even during hard times. Jesus said
that we can work with God to make the world this kind of place.
On All Saints Day, we take time to remember the people who did their best to make the
world the way God wants it to be. Some Saints are remembered all over the world and
even have special days and communities named after them. You might recognize some
of them: St. Francis, St. Patrick and St. Theresa of Calcutta (Mother Theresa). Others
saints we remember on All Saints day might not be famous around the world, but they
are people who are important to our churches, families or friends because they taught
us something about loving God or loving people, too.
What saints can you remember today?

Respond:

Draw a picture of a few people you think are saints because they taught
you how to love God and people. They might be from your church, family or community.
After you draw your pictures, make a simple meal that a small child can help put
together. When you eat together, put the pictures you drew on your dinner table and
tell stories about them while you enjoy eating together.
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Week of November 1, 2020

All Saints

Adult and Elementary
Read: Matthew 5:1-12
Reflect: November 1 is a special day in the church. Known as All Saints Day, it is a
time when we remember and give thanks for heroes of the faith—people who have done
extraordinary things because of their love for Jesus. Saint Tarcisius is one of those heroes.
We don’t know very much about his life, but he was probably elementary-school age when
he stood up for Jesus. Around 250 CE (220 years or so after Jesus died), Tarcisius was a
young altar server. Some people in those days didn’t like Christians and persecuted them
just because they believed in Jesus. Christians had to worship and praise God in secret—
even taking communion was dangerous. One Sunday, Tarcisius volunteered to take the
communion bread that had been blessed by the priests to those who were imprisoned. On
his way there, some other boys saw him and began to tease him. Their bullying turned
violent when they saw that he was carrying something for the church, and they beat him up
just for being a Christian. He died from his injuries, becoming what we call a martyr for the
church—someone who is willing to stand up for what they believe in and sacrifice
everything.

RESPOND: What do you think about the story of Tarcisius? Most of us do not face such
danger in our lives simply because of our faith. But we all have experiences where we have
a choice to do God’s work or to do something else. What are some examples of that in your
life? How can strive to love and serve God, even when others make fun of you for your
beliefs? Read this week’s gospel lesson, Matthew 5:1-12. Think about Tarcisius’s story when
you hear Jesus saying who is blessed. What do his words mean to you today?
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Week of November 1, 2020

All Saints

Adult and youth
Read: Matthew 5:1-12
Reflect:

Did you know that the word blessed can also be translated as happy? In
the Beatitudes, Jesus takes familiar words, images, and ideas and turns them upsidedown to make us think deeper about what happiness really is. Think outside of the box
and look at his words in the Beatitudes to find what maybe is the real meaning of life,
faith, and how to serve others. Jesus redefines the meaning of happiness here and
maybe now is our time to do so also.

Respond: During this time of year, we see the sun setting earlier and earlier, the
leaves on the trees are falling, and the days are getting colder. On October 31st we
celebrated the darkness in All Hallow’s Eve. You may have dressed up, wore a mask, and
found life and joy in the darkness.
On November 1st, we celebrate the brightness in the feast of All Saints. We remember
and recognize the goodness of the souls that have gone on before us in the past year.
We decorate the church in white and light. Though we mourn the loss of those in our
lives, we celebrate and recognize where they are now. It is light and dark working
together. It is in times like these that we remember God is with us in the places of fear
or pain. God brings us peace and light. Think about where you see the balance of light
and dark in the world. Who do you celebrate and recognize this year on All Saints?
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Week of November 1, 2020

All Saints

Adult and Adult
Read: 1 John 3:1-3
Reflect :

What a gift it is to be known as all of God’s children. Together with various
languages, races, cultures, political stances, traditions and beliefs, we get to know that it is in our
very existence that we are a part of God’s creation, that was called ‘good’; that is loved beyond our
comprehension. For me, being a Child of God is a big part of my identity and is a large responsibility
that calls us each to live our lives knowing that we are forever bound to one another. Wherever we
go, and in whatever we do, we are to show through our words and actions God’s never-ending love
for one another; God’s liberation for the unjust among us, and God’s peace for an ever-changing
world. We are to walk drenched with those life-changing waters that pour over our heads, making
us new at baptism. As we walk this week, which includes election day for our nation, I invite us each
into reflection and action of how we might live, reflecting today, tomorrow, and in the weeks and
years to come that we are God’s children, and God is with us, and binding us together always.

Respond:

All Saints Day is a day where we may find ourselves remembering the saints who
came before us and recognizing the saints that continue to walk with us and form within us. Each
day of the week, is a good time to remember the foundation of such a Christ-Centered life:
reviewing our baptismal covenant, looking at how you may live and continue to live out The Seven
Practices of The Way of Love, and even remind ourselves of the Five Marks of Mission of The
Episcopal Church. By revisiting this foundation either alone or with others who make up God’s
children, we can reflect individually or collectively on how we might journey onward anew in the
days ahead making sure that our faith is known each day in our lives.
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