Week of May 3, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and Small Child
R ead : Psalm 23
R eflect : Sheep are nice animals, aren’t they? They seem to be very calm and
peaceful and don’t have much to do besides eating grass. But here’s the reason they can
be calm and eat grass peacefully: they have a shepherd. A shepherd is someone who
takes care of a flock (or group) of sheep. They will make sure the sheep have green
fields in which to eat, and they will protect the sheep from any danger such as other
animals who would harm them, and will make sure the sheep don’t hurt themselves.
The shepherd will also take care of the sheep if they are sick. Jesus is the Good
Shepherd, and we are his sheep. He will guide us, keep us from danger, and love us with
a love that lasts forever. We can always trust that our good shepherd will do what is
best for us.

R espond : Ask a parent or trusted adult for some cotton balls and glue and draw a
picture of a sheep. Glue the cotton balls to the picture to give your sheep a fluffy, white
“coat.” Keep your picture to remind you that you always have a Good Shepherd who
takes good care of you.
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Week of May 3, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and elementary
Read: Psalm 23
Reflect: I didn’t grow up around sheep. Whenever I would imagine Jesus as the Good
Shepherd, I would think of a man calmly leading around cute, fuzzy lambs who stayed in
line and didn’t need too much help with anything. If Jesus was the Good Shepherd, my job
was to be a good sheep and keep up with his game of divine follow the leader.
But shepherds do not walk ahead of their sheep expecting the sheep to follow along in a
perfect line. Shepherds walk in front and beside and behind, and they move along with the
sheep. Shepherds help sheep find plants to eat that are healthy and not poisonous, because
sheep are not good at determining between good plants and bad plants on their own. Jesus
as the Good Shepherd doesn’t mean that I have to stay in a perfect line, but that he is with
me to guide and protect no matter what.

Respond: Write or draw about the things you are thankful for and the ways you see
God’s provision in your life. Who are the people who walk alongside you and remind you
about God’s love? What are the good foods or comfortable places you are grateful for that
remind you of God’s care? Keep these writings or drawings in a central place, like the table
where you eat meals or by your bed, and add to them each day this week.

About our contributor: Megan Westra
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Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Her first book, Born Again and Again, releases in
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Week of May 3, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Easter

Adult and youth
Read: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Reflect: Have you ever been wronged and really wanted to get revenge? It can
feel good to get someone back for something they’ve done wrong to us, but following
Jesus means we are to respond differently. Even in our mistakes, sin, hurt, and pain,
Jesus still sacrificed his life for us; he is the Good Shepherd. He gave his life for each of
us and was no respecter of person, which means he even gave up his life for his enemies
and even those who wronged him. You may be asking, are we expected to die for our
enemies, too? No, that’s not the reality of what Jesus is saying, but he is saying, “don’t
return evil for evil.” (1 Peter 3:9, NRSV) It’s not necessary to seek revenge. We are to
trust the Good Shepherd, who is Jesus. When we give him our life, we also commit our
trials and hardships to him. We can ask God to help us forgive those who wronged us
and show us how to walk in love even when it feels difficult.

Respond: Talk about these questions with your family or friends: what are the two
things you learned from Jesus’ response to those who wronged him? How can you apply
those responses to your life?

About our contributor: FAitth Brooks
Faitth is the Communication and Programming Director for Legacy
Collective. She engages in community organizing and activism. Her
passion makes her a relentless spokesperson for racial reconciliation.
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Faitthbrooks.com.
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Adult and Adult
Read: John 10:1-10
Reflect: Jesus said, “I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.” (John 10:10, NRSV)
Reading this passage in its entirety, it is easy to fall asleep counting sheep and miss the message: Jesus is
the gate to abundant life! One definition of abundant life is: “life in its abounding fullness of joy and
strength for mind, body and soul.” (Source: Wikipedia) If abundant means existing or available in large
quantities, or plentiful, then life with Jesus means superabundance! Jesus is not talking about material
wealth or supersized living. In fact, a bigger house, a bigger car, and a bigger bank account only make it
more difficult to get through the gate. Life itself is enough. It is an abundant “YES” and it alone is worth
gratefulness. In speaking to this verse, the poet Wendell Berry says that life does not require material
abundance; it requires only material sufficiency to make us members of the living world that is already
abundance. He warns that this does not protect us from the wrong kind of abundance, mainly
selfishness and greed. We must realize that in speaking of abundance, Jesus is not proposing to make us
materially wealthy; he is doing quite the opposite. By making us free from the materialistic life, he is
offering us a limitless reality.

Respond: At times in our lives we can end up racing against time, filled with worry and doubt,
jealous of others and wanting more. When you are in one of those moments this week, stop. Pause
what you are doing. Remember that we have been given the breath of life and inhale a generous deep
breath. Remember to exhale! Remember this as you breathe: “I am the gate,” says Jesus. “Whoever
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.” (John 10:9, NRSV) Know these
words. Trust them. These are promises not for tomorrow, but for the here and now. Pray these words
by Wendell Berry: “And we pray, not for new earth or heaven, but to be quiet in heart, and in eye, clear.
What we need is here.” See https://recoveringabundance.com/ for how poet Wendell Berry is inspiring
change.
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