Week of August 30, 2020

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and Small Child
Read: Romans 12:9-21
Reflect: This week Paul gives us instructions on the best ways for Christians to live. Each
of the 20 instructions has something to do with love—how we love God, love other people and
love ourselves. This is the roadmap of how we are to behave as Christians.
Paul tells us to really love other people as much as we can. This love is more than a feeling, it is
also an action. Paul urges us to respect everyone we meet and treat them with kindness. Even if
they aren’t respectful or kind to us. He tells us to do what’s right, even when it’s hard. If
someone is mean to us, don’t try to get them back. If we get an answer right at school, don’t
think we are smarter than everyone else. And pray, pray, pray. In this letter to the Romans, Paul
describes how to have hearts full of love and goodness, and a life full of faith and good works.

Respond: We often think of ‘love’ as an emotion. It’s something we feel for our parents or
our pet. It’s how we describe how much we enjoy ice cream or a football team. The love that
Paul is talking about is the same love Jesus talks about in the two great commandments. This
love is more than an emotion; it’s an action. This love is how we behave and how we live. These
20 instructions of how to love are really signs of the Christian life. Choose one or two
characteristics that Paul names and turn it into a sign using paper and markers. Hang this sign in
a prominent place within your home.
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Week of August 30, 2020

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost

Adult and elementary
Read: Romans 12:9-21
Reflect: Paul wrote many, many letters giving advice to communities of people trying to
live their lives as followers of Christ. This is a particularly beautiful letter encouraging people to
love, rejoice in and bless one another, while living in harmony. Which wouldn’t be so hard to do
if life was always wonderful and happy. But life isn’t always wonderful and happy, and Paul
knows it. Even so, he encourages people to choose to be loving to one another, even
(especially!) when life is difficult. He doesn’t say if life is difficult, he assumes, at times, life will
be difficult! He acknowledges there will be evil, that you will be persecuted, that people will
weep with sadness. He acknowledges that we will have enemies. And yet he calls us to live
peaceably with all, feeding and giving our enemies something to drink! Paul reminds us to
overcome evil with good! He reminds us even when it is hard that we should always try to,
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.”

Respond: Think of a time you were struggling with something – a difficult situation that
felt like it would never end or a person that just made your day-to-day life miserable. How did
you get through it? What helped? Where did you find hope? How did you show patience and
perseverance? Did you pray about it? Now write an advice letter to yourself! Like Paul, offer
yourself encouragement even as you acknowledge what was hard about the situation. Consider
what advice might have helped you at the time. Would you have been willing to hear it? Would
it have helped? Would you have been willing to act on it? Save the letter you write. And the
next time you are facing a difficult situation, re-read Paul’s letter to the Romans and re-read the
letter you wrote to yourself, and do your best to take these messages to heart.
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Adult and youth
Read: Matthew 16:21-28
Reflect: When I was younger, I had two burning desires. One was to play the church organ. This
I was conscious of; after all, every Sunday I would sit close enough to the organ to observe the heavenly
sound come forth from the “King of Instruments.” I often found myself knocking on my grandmother’s
chair handle, imagining myself playing just the same. One day that became a reality and I played my first
service in May 2012. The second burning desire unaware to me was to become a priest. I recall
performing many services in my front yard with my cousin. I had many funerals and weddings. My
congregation was invisible people. I recall at my primary school there was a tree and I married many
beneath its shade.
Today, many years after what seemed like a young child playing, God was actually at work. Many
wonder why I would answer such a call and leave all the glorious money making opportunities behind. I
believe there is more to life than owning a fancy car or home. There is more to life than becoming
unhappy over lack of money. I am not saying these are bad things, perhaps when we cherish them, we
lose focus of our true calling to Love in ways unimaginable.
I too have taken up my cross, and changed course. What about you? Will you take up your cross and
humbly follow?

Respond: Have you ever wondered what God’s plan is for your life? Spend some time prayerfully
communicating with one who is greater than you and I, and see what is revealed. Age is just a number;
God uses everyone and anyone for the building up of God’s kingdom. Who knows what God is up to?
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Adult and Adult
Read: Romans 12:9-21
Reflect: The opening lines of this reading read like a checklist. My type-A brain
responds with a “got it.” If I just commit to doing this dozen or so things then I will be a
successful Christian. Done. But then it hits: “Bless those who persecute you.” How am I
supposed to do that and hate what is evil at the same time? Because surely those who
persecute me are evil. Maybe this is a little more complicated than I took it to be at first
blush. This guidance is complicated because humans are complex and living in relationship
with other humans in community is even more so. The reality is that we will wrong others
and they will wrong us. We will have to have patience and perseverance. But God calls us to
walk alongside each other, even the people who get under our skin. And to do so with good
will in love and service.

Respond:

Make a list of a few things you think are good and another list of things you
think are evil. Examine these lists and consider whether they reflect God’s love and justice.
Are the things you love in line with the things God loves? Are the things you hate the things
that are an affront to the justice that springs from God’s love? How can you work this week
to align your heart with the heart of God? Pray that God might open your heart and enliven
your hands so that the way you live helps to bring about the Kingdom of God.
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